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For Killing Weeds:

The Tongs of Death

By Steve Maassen

You may have used the “Glove of Death,” a To use, simply dip the paint pads in a
name, I believe, that was coined by Neil Diboll solution of Roundup (5-10%) and close them
for the cotton glove that was placed over a around the undesirable plant. You should only
plastic-gloved hand, then dipped in herbicide have to touch each plant once. The paint pad
and used to touch undesirable plants. This holds enough liquid to treat about 10 plants
works well, but for more precise weeding, the between dips. This enables you do accomplish
Tongs of Death may be the answer. a difficult task quickly. I was able to “weed”

I made this tool from a $4 stainless steel our 1/5-acre prairie in about an hour. Adding
scalloped nine-inch Ecko kitchen salad tongs food coloring to the solution will tell you
and a paint pad (specifically an American which plants have already been treated. [J
Worksaver rolling edger refill), both available Steve Maassen is the Director of Seeds for
at Fleet Farm. To assemble, cut two small, Education Grant Program and Coordinator of the
tapered pieces from the paint pad that fit into Fox Valley Area Chapter Seeds for Education Com-
the last 1 inch of the ends of the salad tongs. mittee. He is a member of the Fox Valley Area
Fold over the last three scallops to grip the (WI) Chapter.

pads then flatten the opposing ends so that
the pads meet squarely.

The Tongs of Death, designed by Wild Ones member Steve Maassen
Easy and inexpensive to make - and very effective in controlling those pesky weeds.



