
CONFERENCE SCHEDULE  
 

8:00 -8:45 a.m.:  Registration  
Exhibits, Silent Auction, Concessions  

 

8:45 -9:00 a.m.:  

Welcome and Announcements  
Fox Valley Area Wild Ones Co-Presidents 
Kristin Kauth and Kay Lettau 

 
9:00 -10:00 a.m.:  Keynote Address  
 

òWisconsinõs Green Quilt: 
Patterns of Native Plant Communitiesó 

 

Dr. Jim Reinartz  
UW Milwaukee Field Station  

 

Dr. Reinartz will examine the major forces that 
structure our natural plant communities. Wisconsin 
is an ecologically exciting place where three of the 
earthõs eight major biomes meet. The grasslands of 
the Great Plains, the rich deciduous forest of 
southeastern North America, and the coniferous 
boreal forest of the north all meet in our state.  

 
10:00 -10:30 a.m.:  

Break, Exhibits, Silent Auction, Concessions  
 
 
 

 
òThe Nature of Quiltsó 
 

Anita Carpenter has spoken here before on 
butterflies and pond critters. She returns to share 
her newest passion ñ the creation of original quilts 
depicting the world of nature that she loves so 
much. The quilts will come along for inspiration.  

 

òSavannah Restoration at the Necedah 
National Wildlife Refugeó 
 

Refuge biologist Rich King  tells us that the 
Necedah National Wildlife Refuge has tropical, 
arctic, and Great Plains plants and animals. The 
challenge is to accommodate and manage the 
habitat for all plants and to restore the plants and 
wildlife that have been lost.  

 

10:30 -11:45 a.m.:  CONCURRENT SESSION I  
  (select one) 
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Saturday, January 30, 2010  

òFrom Seed to Flower:  
Growing Your Own Native Plantsó 

Connie Ramthun  of Kettle Moraine Natural 
Landscaping invites you to learn about many 
aspects of growing native plants, including seed 
collecting, cleaning and propagation. Examples will 
be shown of how seedlings are grown in a 
greenhouse, coldframe, and wildflower gardens.  

 
11:45 a.m. -12:15 p.m.:  
 Break, Exhibits, Silent Auction  
 

12:15 p.m. ð1:00 p.m.:  Luncheon  
 Buffet Lunch on site by reservation only. 
 
 
 

 
òManaging Floodplains and 
Floodways: More Than Just 
Conveyance Channelsó 
 

David Fowler , Senior Project Manager with the 
Milwaukee Metropolitan Sewerage District, says 
that now is the critical time for the protection of our 
water resources. His presentation will discuss a new 
paradigm for managing floodways and floodplains.  

 

òInvasive Species Control:  
A Management Perspectiveó 
 

Jessie Bennett , Co-owner of Driftless Land 
Stewardship, LLC, will discuss the synergistic 
benefits of integrating multiple  management 
practices, both direct (e.g. herbicide, cutting) and 
indirect (e.g. stimulating competition, altering 
community form and function), into a 
comprehensive natural areas management 
strategy. 

òPropagation of  
Native Trees and Shrubsó 
 

Michael Yanny  will discuss how he propagates 
native woody plants at Johnsonõs Nursery, from  
seed collection and processing to training of plants 
in the production fields.  

 
2:15 -2:45 p.m.:  Break, Exhibits,  

Conclusion of Silent Auction  
 
 
 

 
òUp In Smoke: Fire and the 
Tallgrass Prairie Ecosystemó 
 

Fire is a critical natural process that has shaped and 
maintained grassland ecosystems for millennia. 
Jessica Bolwahn , President of the Coulee Region 
Chapter of The Prairie Enthusiasts, will discuss the 
natural history of the tallgrass prairie ecosystem in 
North America, the importance of fire and its effects 
on the system, as well as the use of prescribed fire 
for maintaining remnant and planted prairies.  

 

òEvolution of My  
Native Suburban Yard ó 
 

Art specialist and sustainability instructor Annette 

Robertson points out that we have a voluntary 
responsibility and authentic opportunity to protect 
the water that falls on our property, to preserve the 
biodiversity and to nourish the soil. This lifestyle of 
stewardship nurtures all forms of life from a single 
cell to complex systems. 

 

òInsects: The Secret Life of a Prairieó 
 

Linda Williams , Forest Health Specialist at the 
Wisconsin DNR, knows that most of you have 
probably seen the large showy insects like butter-
flies, bees, wasps, and assorted grasshoppers that 
frequent your prairies, but asks whether you have 
ever looked more closely to see what other insects 
are utilizing your plants? Insects need prairie plants 
for shelter, food, places to lay eggs or pupate, places 
to hunt and forage, and places to set up an ambush. 
Some insects use the prairie in the evening for mating 
rituals or to avoid predators. Come learn about some 
of the hidden life that you can find in your prairie if 
you only take the time to look more closely. 

 

Questions about the conference?  
 

Call Karen Syverson  

at 920 -987 -5587  
 

For more information or to register on -line 
visit www.for -wild.org/chapters/foxvalley . 
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1:00 -2:15 p.m.:  CONCURRENT SESSION II 
  (select one) 

2:45 -4:00 p.m.:  CONCURRENT SESSION III  
  (select one) 
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 HOTEL INFORMATION  

 

The City Center Hotel, adjacent to the 
conference site, is offering rooms at the special 
rate of $85.00 per night, single or double.  
Room reservation deadline is  
December 31, 2009.  
 

City Center Hotel 
1 N. Main St. 
Oshkosh, WI 54901 

 

For hotel reservations, call: 1-920-231-5000. 

Natural Landscaping  
for Tomorrow Grants  

 

     The Fox Valley Area Chapter of Wild 
Ones is pleased to announce that any pro-
ceeds from this conference will be added to 
our chapterõs Natural Landscaping for To-
morrow grants fund. This program awards 
grants to non -profit organizations that are 
planning to use native plants to create 
natural landscapes or outdoor classrooms. 
Grant applications are due on January 15; 
awards are announced on April 1.  
 

     You are invited to take a brochure about 
our grants program to a Fox Valley area 
school, church, or other public or non -profit 
organization.  
 

     Grants brochures will be available at the 
Fox Valley Area Wild Ones table on the day 
of the conference.  For more information 
visit www.for -wild.org/chapters/foxvalley.  

Cover illustration, typesetting, and layout courtesy of 
Janet Wissink, Fox Valley Area Chapter of Wild Ones 
member. Printed on recycled paper. R
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Fox Valley Area Chapter  

Celebrating its 15th Anniversary  

New  

 Location ! 

New  

 Location ! 


